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All registered voters would receive the same primary  
election ballot* in May and the opportunity to vote for any  
candidate seeking election to state or local office, including 
U.S. Senate/Congress. In all such offices previously elected 
through partisan primaries, the top two vote-getters 
would advance to the general election, no matter what 
the party affiliation of the candidate or the voter. 
 
* In 2012 and beyond, registered Democrats and Republicans would receive 
an additional ballot listing their party’s presidential hopefuls and contested 
precinct committee positions (if any). Measure 65 would lack legal authority 
over these positions, since they are not “state offices.”

 Every voter  – not just Democrats and Republicans – 
 deserves the right in primary elections to select 
 candidates for key offices.

 Voters should be allowed to choose the person they   
 think is best qualified for the job, regardless of their   
 party registration. 

 An Open Primary system will encourage more  
 independent-minded candidates to run for office,   
 which means a bigger pool of qualified leaders.

 An Open Primary will lead to higher voter  
 participation  by putting a complete ballot in every   
 registered voter’s hand. 

 An overwhelming majority of Oregonians (74%) from   
 across all demographics wants an Open Primary system.

Oregon has been a pioneer in …

 

 
 

 
Oregon Business Association, Associated Oregon 
Industries, Oregon Business Council 

 
 

 
 

Eric Parsons, John Russell, Don Washburn, Bill Williams, 
 

John von Schlegell, Homer Williams 

  

 
Norma Paulus (R), Phil Keisling (D)

  
 

Dave Nelson (R), Ben Cannon (D), Jeff Barker (D),  
 

 

 

 Earl Blumenauer (D)


